
Theory of change
Access to Justice (A2J) Programme
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Context
Children and youth come into contact with the law for vari-
ous reasons: as defendants or witnesses in criminal pro-
ceedings; as parties in family proceedings; as victims of 
physical or psychological violence, of sexual abuse, of tor-
ture and other forms of ill-treatment, or other crimes or rights 
violations. The outcomes of these cases can be hugely signif-
icant for the children’s and youth’s lives in both the long term 
and the short term, significantly hindering their development 
and their opportunities if access to justice is not adequately 
provided. Child Justice has been highlighted as a priority to 
be addressed, following the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child & General Comment CRC 24/2019.

Goal
Tdh wants to contribute to a significant improvement and promo-
tion of safe, restorative, and inclusive access to justice for chil-
dren and youth where their rights are upheld.

Target population
•	 Children (-17) and youth (18-24) who are (alleged) offenders, 

victims, and witnesses in a variety of justice processes and 
systems, or at risk to be. Many children and youth who are 
parties in justice processes as (alleged) offenders or wit-
nesses might be also survivors of violence (including sexual 
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and gender-based violence SGBV). A survivor-centered ap-
proach will be applied across all our interventions. Children 
associated with armed forces or armed groups (CAAFAG) 
are also a group of focus.

•	 Family members and caregivers of the above mentioned 
groups of children and youth. 

•	 Children accompanying their mothers in detention.
•	 Justice authorities and professionals working with 

children in contact with the law. 
•	 Communities and customary justice actors.

Expertise & contribution to change
The A2J programme’s work focuses on the following interlinked 
pathways of change contributing to SDGs 5 and 16:

1.	 Procedural safeguards are reinforced across child 
justice systems.

2.	 Inclusive and non-discriminatory access to justice, with a 
focus on gender justice, is prioritized.

3.	 Plural justice systems are strengthened and officially 
interact together.

4.	 Social cohesion is enhanced through the promotion of 
local justice for children and youth as well as through their 
role as agents of change to achieve peaceful societies.
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Multi-sectoral approach
Access to Justice & Migration: 
Research, advocacy, and field interventions to ensure the judicial 
protection of children on the move, including administrative de-
tention, SGBV and trafficking child victims, and support on civil 
documentation and asylum/refugee claims.

Access to Justice & Health: 
Ensuring access to perinatal health services for pregnant women 
(and for their children under 5) in contact with the law with a fo-
cus on those deprived of liberty with special attention to victims 
of SGBV.

Access to justice & Child Protection: 
Mental health and psychosocial support, and case management 
for children in conflict with the law, safeguarding standards re-
garding concrete processes at the judicial level, developing clear 
protocols (i.e., for the detention centers, when working with vic-
tims/survivors and witnesses in the chain of justice). child partic-
ipation in justice. Collaboration in the areas related to CAAFAG 
and SGBV, with a focus on child marriage. 

Access to justice & Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): 
Improving WASH conditions in detention and development of 
WASH standards/protocols for detention facilities, followed by 
awareness and capacity development. 

Access to justice & Innovation/ICT4D: 
Development and pilot of ‘E-justice/Digital Justice’ (virtual courts, 
remote hearings, e-documentation systems, application of artifi-
cial intelligence in child justice proceedings, and the rights of chil-
dren and youth in digital justice contexts). Design and operational-
ization of innovative learning platforms on child justice. 

Contact
For more information please contact:
Yann Colliou  yann.colliou@tdh.org
Marta Gil  marta.gil@tdh.org

Alignment with institutional priorities
Nexus: 
Contributing to the resilience of justice systems in crisis, legal 
aid for children affected by emergencies including children de-
prived of liberty, and social cohesion activities within communi-
ties in conflict.

Climate change: 
Reducing Tdh’s carbon footprint related to justice activities, advo-
cating for ‘Climate Justice’ with children (strategic litigation and 
rights to association and peaceful assembly of children), and re-
ducing climate impact on children deprived of liberty.

Gender and diversity: 
By applying a comprehensive mainstreaming approach, creating 
ownership and full application of the Tdh Gender & Diversity Pol-
icy, including by our multisectoral partners. By applying a pro-
gramme expertise approach (Gender Justice Programmatic Ap-
proach) with a focus on children and youth in contact with the 
law that are survivors of gender-based violence and support to 
youth feminist social movements & organizations working on 
equality and equity.

Differentiation approaches
Evidence-based advocacy and participation:

•	 Powering the one-if-its-kind Global Initiative on 
Justice With Children, a multi-level advocacy 
platform fostering multiple partnerships 
between organizations, practitioners, 
academia, and children and youth

•	 Organization of World Congress on 
Justice With Children, fed by prepara-
tory regional and national advisory 
events  www.justicewithchildren.org

Partnership & localization:

•	 Working in close collaboration with 
national and local justice authorities 
and community groups

•	 Supporting capacity development to 
improve the availability and quality of 
child-centred systems

Publication & technical expertise  
in legislative and law enforcement framework 
and justice practices:

•	 Production of knowledge through research
•	 Support the development of primary and secondary 

regulations and policies
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